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A. Relation ofTerfons tylled with fubterraneom 

Damps. 

This Relation was hkewifemade to the RojalSociety^ by that 
Eminent FirtnofsS'ir J{. Moray , who was pIeafed,upon their de- 
fire, to give it them in writing; as followed!, 

In a Coal-pit-belonging to the Lord Sinclair ia Scotland y where 
the Coal is fome 18 or ?o foot thick, and antiently wafted to a 
oreat depth .• The Colliers, fome Weeks agoc,having wrought 
as deep as they could, and being to remove into new Rooms 
("as they call them) did. by taking .off,as they retired., part of the 
Coal that was left as Pillars to fupport the Roof and Earth over 
it, fo much weaken them, that within a fhort fpace,after they 
were gone out of the Pitt, the Pillars falling, the Earth above 
them filled up the whole Space , where the Colliers had lately 
wrought, with its ruins. The Colliers being, here- by out of 
work, fome of them adventured to work upon old remains of 
Walls, fo near the old waftes, that ftriking through the fiender 
partition of the Coal wall, that feparated between them and the 
place, where they ufed to work, they quickly perceived their 
Errour, and fearmg to be ilifled by the bad Air,that they knew, 
poffefled thefe old waftes, in regard not onely of the Damps, 
which fuch waftes do ufuaJly afford, but becaufe there having 
for many years been a Fire in thofe waftes, that filled them with 
(tiding fumes and vapours,retired immediately and faved thew- 
ielves from the eruptions of the Damp. But next day fome fe- 
ven or eight of them came no fboner fo farr down the ftairess 
that led them to the place,wherc they had been the day before, 
as they intended, but upon their ftepping into the place, where 
the Air was infected, they fell down dead, as if they had been 
fhott: And there being amongft them one, whofc Wife wasin- 
f ormed he was ftiflcd in that place, fhe went down fo far with- 
out inconvenience, that feeing her Husband near her, ventu- 
red to go to him, but being choaked by the Damp, as foon as 
ihe came near him, fhe fell down dead by him. 

This 
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This Story Sir 7^. Moray affirmed to have received from the 
EarloiWeyntes, Brother in Law to the Lord Sinclair, as .it was 
written to him from Scotland. 

Of the Mineral of Liege 3 yielding both Brirn- 
flone and Vitriol., and the way of extra&ing 
them out of it, ufed at Liege. 

The Account of this Mineral, and of the way of extracting 
both Brimfione and Vitriol out of it, was procured from Liege, 
by the lately mentioned Sir Robert Moray, and by him commu- 
nicated to the 7{oyal Society, as follows. 

The Mineral, out of which Brimjtone and Vitriol arc extracted, 

is one and the fame, not much unlike Lead-ore, having alfo 

oft times much Lead mingled with k, which is feparated from 

it by picking it out of the reft. The Mines referable our Englipj 

Coal-Mines, dugg according to the depth of the Mineral, \ 5, 20, 

or more fathoms, as the Vein leads the Workmen , or the fub- 

terranean waters will give them leave, which in Summer foo- 

verflow the Mi»es, that the upper waters, by reafon of the 

drought , not fufKcing to make the Pumps goe, the Work 

ceafes. 

To make Brim/lone , they break the Stone or Ore into finali 
pieces, which they put into Crucibles made of Earth, five foot 
long, fquare and Pyramid wife. The Entry is near a foot-fquare. 
Thefe Crucibles are laid floaping, eight undermoft, andfevea 
above them, as it were betwixt them, ihat the Fire may com.; 
at them all, each having its particular Furnace or Oven. The 
Brim/tone being difTolved by the violence of the hear, drops out 
at the finali end of the Crucible, and falls into a Leaden- 
Trough or Receptacle, common to all the laid Crucibles, 
through which there runs a continual Rivolet of cold water, 
conveyed thither by Pipes for the cooling of the difTolved 
Sulphur, which is ordinarily four hours in melting. 1 his done, 
the Afhesare drawn out with -a crooked Iron, and being puc 
into an Iron Wheel-barrow, are carried otic of theHurt, and 

being 



